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7186 S US Highway 1, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 

Phone: 772-408-4356    -     Bryan@ConservativeRep.com     -     Fax: 772-408-4347 
 
 
Gentleman, 1/5/2009 

I am appealing your December 9, 2008 ruling that I am "not a duty-qualified candidate for the State Committeeman 
position.  Specifically, the Republican Party has no record that you filed a Party Loyalty Oath with the Chairman of the 
St Lucie County Republican Executive Committee by the deadline of June 20, 2008.” 

The RPOF rules in effect during this election cycle clearly specify requirements that electors must meet to seek office 
as a precinct committeeman or state committeeman.  Rules 5F (Addendum 2) and 11B (Addendum 3) respectively, 
clearly specify that electors seeking to qualify as precinct (5F) or state committeeman or committeewoman (11B) do so 
with the supervisor of elections.  Florida Statutes (section 99.02 1) (In Addendum 6) only require the filing of the 
Candidate’s Loyalty Oath with the supervisor of elections to qualify. The language of Rules 9 (Addendum 1) and 11A 
(3) (Addendum 4) requires the execution of the RPOF Loyalty Oath before assuming the offices but not to qualify as 
candidates.  Copies of my State Committeeman Loyalty Oath filed with the Supervisor of Elections June 19, 2008 and 
my RPOF Loyalty Oath filed with the St. Lucie County REC Chair September 2008 are attached. (Addendums 9 & 10) 

RPOF Chairman's June 12, 2008 memo (Addendum 8) unilaterally established the June 20, 2008 deadline by 
combining these distinct rules that specifically pertain to pre-primary filing and post election qualification.  This was 
tantamount to a rules change, which under FS103.121 (1)(a)2 (Addendum 7) must be made by a majority vote of the 
entire State Committee.  The memo also contradicts Article VI, Section 5 of the RPOF Constitution (Addendum 5) 
which specifies that rules changes must be made by the Executive Board and subject to change or deletion by the full 
committee. 

A court case similar to mine has already been argued.  In PHIL DAVIS, et al, Plaintiffs, vs. REPUBLICAN PARTY 
OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, Defendant (Addendum 6), the court granted an injunction on behalf of precinct 
committee members who had been disqualified for the identical reason as me.  As the basis for its ruling, the court 
found: 

17. In enacting section 99.02 1, the Florida Legislature made clear that the loyalty oath contained therein was 
the only oath that could be required of a candidate for county executive committeeperson as a condition for 
qualifying as a candidate. 
18. The Party Loyalty Oath required by the Defendant may not be used as a condition for qualification as a 
candidate or as a condition for being seated on a member of the Miami-Dade County Executive Committee. 
19. The Plaintiffs were duly elected to the Miami-Dade County Executive Committee at the August 26, 2008 
election and are entitled to be seated at the organizational meeting of the Executive Committee and to exercise 
all powers and authorities of their offices. 

Even if the June 20 deadline had been legally enacted there was insufficient notification to implement it.  To my 
knowledge, neither the RPOF nor the St. Lucie County REC made any effort to notify potential candidates for 
committeemen/women positions other than to notify current state and precinct committeemen/women of the “new 
requirement.”  I didn’t receive a copy of Chairman Greer’s Memo until September’s St. Lucie County REC meeting.  
Every Republican voter in Florida was entitled to file for a party office in the primary.  Only party insiders were 
notified of the “new requirement.”  And even if the RPOF had notified every potential candidate of the “new 
requirement,” eight days prior notice was clearly inadequate notification of said requirement. 

I must insist that you follow the Florida Statute, the RPOF Constitution and RPOF Rules that were in effect this past 
election cycle and seat me as of the December 1, 2008 starting date of my term of office.  Please also be advised that I 
have contacted Attorney Frank Zilaitis and am prepared to engage in a class action lawsuit against the RPOF, the 
RPOF Chairman, and RPOF Credentials Committee if you decide contrary to the provisions of those statutes and rules. 

Thank you, 
 
Bryan Longworth 



Addendum 1 
RPOF Rule 9 - Party Loyalty Oath 
 
Members of all political party committees, and the National Committeeman and Committeewoman, shall before taking 
office, establish by written oath or affirmation that during their term of office they will not actively, publicly, or 
financially support the election of any candidate other than the Republican candidate in a partisan unitary, general or 
special election, or a Registered Republican in non-partisan elections, other than Judicial races governed under Florida 
Statute 105, if there is a registered Republican running for the same office. 
  
Members shall file their oath with the Chairman of the County Executive Committee and the County Chairman or his 
designee shall forward the signed oath to the State Chairman.  The oath or affirmation may be witnessed rather than 
notarized. 
 

Addendum 2 
 

Rule 5F Precinct Committeeman/woman Qualification Requirements 
  
Electors seeking to qualify for such office shall do so with the Supervisor of Elections in their county not earlier than 
noon of the 71st day or later than noon of the 67th day preceding the first primary of the Presidential election. 
 

Addendum 3 
  
RPOF Rule 11B - State Committeeman/woman Qualification Requirements 
  
Electors seeking to qualify for such office of state committeeman or state committeewoman shall do so with the 
Supervisor of Elections no earlier than noon of the 71st day or later than noon of the 67th day preceding the first 
primary of the Presidential election year. 
 

Addendum 4 
 
  
RPOF Rule 11 A3 - Election of State Committeemen and Women; Role and Responsibilities. 
  
Sign and abide by the required loyalty oath that is prescribed by the State Party. 
 

Addendum 5 
 

RPOF Constitution, Article VI, Section 5 - Party Rules 
  
The Executive Board shall be responsible for adopting all Party Rules that affect the operations of the Republican Party 
of Florida.  All such rules shall be announced to the State Committee at the next regular or special meeting of the State 
Committee and shall be subject to change or deletion by the full Committee. 
 

Addendum 7 
Florida Statute 103.121  Powers and duties of executive committees. 

(1)(a)  Each state and county executive committee of a political party shall have the power and duty:  

1.  To adopt a constitution by two-thirds vote of the full committee.  
2.  To adopt such bylaws as it may deem necessary by majority vote of the full committee. 
 
 

Addendum 8 



 
 

To:                       RPOF State Committee Members 
From:                   James A. Greer, Chairman 
Subject:               Election and Party Oath Procedures 
Date:                   June 12, 2008 
  
As each of you is aware, there has been much discussion regarding when, and with whom the party loyalty oath 
should be filed and the process for filing for election as Precinct, District, and State Committeeperson. 
  
In addition, there has recently been new information provided by the Division of Elections along with other 
relevant facts which requires me to clarify the process and ensure that the integrity and organizational structure of 
our local RECs are maintained in accordance with our party’s constitution and rules.  
  
Therefore, after additional consultation with our party’s General Counsel and after personally reviewing our 
party’s rules and regulations, I have concluded the following:  
  

1. Based on our party’s governing documents, including Rules 5, 8, 9 and 11, the party, in its sole discretion, 
has the authority to govern its membership and all internal matters.  This includes determining eligibility 
and qualification requirements for all party offices.  

  
2. Republican Party of Florida Rule 9 states that the newly approved party loyalty oath that was adopted at 

the February 2008 Annual meeting must be signed and filed with the local REC County Chairman.  As a 
result, anyone running for State, District or Precinct Committeeperson must file the party loyalty oath no 
later than noon on Friday, June 20, 2008 in order to be considered properly qualified under party rules to 
seek or hold such office.   

  
3. County Chairs shall have thirty days upon receipt to forward copies of such oath to the State Party.  

  
4. In addition to the Party Loyalty oath and pursuant to Florida Statutes 99.021 and 99.061, anyone running 

for party office must also file between noon on Monday, June 16, 2008, and noon on Friday, June 20, 
2008, the necessary Oath of Candidate qualification form with the local Supervisor of Elections. 
Depending on the office sought the forms are DS-DE 24C (Precinct), DS-DE24D (District) and DS-
DE24E (State).  

  
5. Local County REC Chairs shall monitor and advise the State Party of any persons who have filed to run for

a party office with the local Supervisor of Elections but have failed to file a properly execute the party 
loyalty oath with the local County Chair.   

  
6. Basically, the Supervisor of Elections conducts party office elections as a “vendor” to the party and has no 

jurisdiction relating to a person’s qualification to hold party office as it relates to the Party Loyalty Oath.  
As a result, any person filing the necessary paperwork to comply with Florida Statutes 99.012 and 99.061 
may be placed on the ballot by the Supervisor of Elections.  However, placement on the ballot alone or 
subsequent election does not constitute qualification for party office under the Rules of the Republican 
Party.  

  
  It is solely within the party’s discretion and authority to determine whether a person has met The Republican 
Party of Florida’s requirements to hold party office. Therefore, any person who fails to provide the county REC 
Chairman a properly executed party loyalty oath by noon on Friday, June 20, 2008 shall be ineligible to hold party 
office resulting from elections conducted on August 26, 2008.  
  
  Together Republican Party of Florida Rule 11 and Florida Statue 103.091 provide that State Committeemen and 



State Committeewomen are members of their local Republican executive committee and must maintain a status as 
a “member in good standing.”  This rule does not apply to persons seeking election to such an office, but is a 
requirement for persons holding such office.  
  
  The Party will provide assistance to all State Committee Members to ensure appropriate filings are made for 
election and re-election.  

This memorandum dated this Wednesday, June 11, 2008 shall supersede all previous communications relating to 
this matter and shall be final. As Chairman, it is my fiduciary responsibility to ensure that our party remains 
strong, unified and that our procedures are met.  
  
Finally, I shall ask the Executive Board to affirm this decision and consider adopting this procedure at our next 
regularly scheduled meeting in August. However until such time, this procedure shall have full force and effect 
and all requirements set forth will be enforced.   

 
 

Paid for by the Republican Party of Florida. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee. www.rpof.org 
 



Addendum 9 

 



Addendum 10 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


